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Relocating an aging parent, a disabled relative, or an adult child with special needs across state lines requires

immense logistical planning. However, when you are the legal guardian or conservator for that individual, the

physical move is only half the battle. You must also safely navigate a critical reality of American elder law: court

orders do not automatically cross state lines.

If  you hold an active out-of-state guardianship or conservatorship (such as from New Mexico, California,  or

Texas)  and are transitioning permanently to Arizona,  your out-of-state  letters  do not  inherently possess  legal

authority here. Without taking formal legal action, you may find yourself unable to register your loved one at an

Arizona care facility, consent to medical procedures at an East Valley hospital, or access local bank accounts.

Fortunately, Arizona provides a highly structured statutory mechanism to transition these proceedings smoothly.

This article details the exact step-by-step pathway required to execute an interstate transfer within the Arizona

probate court system.

The Uniform Statutory Framework (UAGPPJA)

Historically, moving an adult guardianship between jurisdictions meant starting entirely from scratch. A petitioner

had to file a brand-new application, pay for redundant medical examinations, and wait months for a local court

investigator to re-determine incapacity. 

To  eliminate  this  burden,  Arizona  adopted  the  **Uniform  Adult  Guardianship  and  Protective  Proceedings

Jurisdiction  Act  (UAGPPJA)**,  codified  under  Arizona  Revised  Statutes  (A.R.S.)  Title  14,  Chapter  12.

Because almost every state has passed this identical legislation, the originating court and the Arizona court can

engage  in  a  coordinated  legal  "handshake."  Under  this  framework,  Arizona  judges  extend  strict  statutory

deference to the prior  state's  findings,  preventing you from having to re-litigate  your loved one's  underlying

medical condition.
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Establishing Local Court Jurisdiction

To initiate a transfer into Arizona, a petition must be filed in the **Superior Court of Arizona** within the specific

county where the ward (the protected person) currently resides or is permanently relocating. For families moving

to Chandler, Gilbert, Mesa, Scottsdale, or Phoenix, the proper venue is the **Maricopa County Superior Court**.

The Step-by-Step Procedural Pathway

An interstate transfer functions as a synchronized process where the old court file cannot be formally closed until

the new Arizona court file has provisionally opened.

1. Secure a Provisional Outflow Order From the Sending Court

You cannot begin the transfer in Arizona without permission from your originating state. You must file a formal

*Petition to Transfer Jurisdiction* in the out-of-state court currently managing your case. The out-of-state judge

will issue a **Provisional Order Authorizing Transfer** upon finding that the relocation is in the ward's best

interests,  that  a comprehensive care plan exists in Arizona, and that no valid objections have been raised by

interested relatives.

2. Initiate the Action in the Arizona Superior Court

Once you possess the out-of-state provisional order, you must formally open a new probate case in Arizona. You

must submit a comprehensive filing packet consisting of the following standardized Arizona probate forms:

Probate Cover Sheet (Form PB10f): Categorizes the administrative action for court tracking.

Probate  Information Sheet  (Form PBTX11f): Records  highly  confidential  identifiers,  including  Social

Security Numbers and dates of birth for all involved parties.

Petition  for  Acceptance  of  Transfer  (Form  PBTX11f): The  primary  legal  pleading  citing  A.R.S.  §

14-12302, requesting that Arizona assume permanent jurisdiction.

Affidavit of Person to be Appointed (Form PBGC11f): A mandatory statutory disclosure under A.R.S. §

14-5106 where the proposed guardian/conservator discloses their criminal background, financial history, and

operational competency.

Certified Out-of-State Records: You must attach formal *certified copies* of the original out-of-state Order

of Appointment, the active Letters, and the newly issued Provisional Order Authorizing Transfer.

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Keystone Law Firm • Client Educational Series

Keystone Law Firm • keystonelawfirm.com • (480) 418-8448 Page 2 of 6



⚠️ Mandatory Guardrail: The Appointment of Independent Counsel

A frequent mistake that causes out-of-state transfer petitions to stall in Maricopa County is neglecting Arizona’s

strict  protection of  the ward’s  due process  rights.  Arizona law mandates  that  the vulnerable  adult  must be

represented by independent legal counsel throughout the transfer process. 

Simultaneously with your petition, you must file an Order Appointing Attorney (Form PBTX14f). The court

will assign a local private probate attorney or public defender to meet with your loved one, evaluate their living

conditions, and submit a formal report confirming that the state-line move aligns with their best interests. The

court will not advance your case without this appointment.

3. Satisfy Arizona Notice and Service Rules

Proper legal notice is required to ensure family members are aware of the transition. Under A.R.S. § 14-12302(B),

you must serve written notice of the petition and the court review date to every individual who would be entitled

to notice under both the originating state's rules and Arizona law. 

This group universally includes the ward, their spouse, adult children, parents, and any existing floor-appointed

fiduciaries. Pursuant to  A.R.S. § 14-1306,  this notice must be executed at least  14 days prior to the court's

review date.  The ward must receive formal personal service via a process server,  whereas first-class mail  is

standard for remaining family members. A formal *Proof of Notice* must be filed with the court clerk prior to the

deadline.

4. Arizona Judicial Review and Provisional Acceptance

If  your paperwork is  flawless and no family members lodge an objection,  A.R.S.  § 14-12302(C) allows the

Arizona probate judge to handle the matter via a **non-appearance calendar review**. Neither you nor your

attorney will need to physically stand in court. 

Invoking the UAGPPJA, the Arizona judge will formally honor the prior state's ruling of incapacity (A.R.S. §

14-12302(G)).  The  court  will  then  issue  a  **Provisional  Order  Granting  Acceptance  of  Transfer  (Form

PBTXT80f)**. This order acts as Arizona's official promise to accept the case once the sending state steps down.

5. Terminate the Originating Case and Issue Final Arizona Letters

Take a certified copy of Arizona's Provisional Acceptance back to your originating out-of-state court and file a

motion to close that  file.  The out-of-state judge will  then sign a **Final  Order Transferring Jurisdiction and

Terminating the Case**.

Finally, present a certified copy of that out-of-state termination to the Arizona Superior Court. The Arizona judge

will execute a **Final Order Accepting Transfer**, and the clerk of the court will issue your permanent, official

**Arizona Letters of Guardianship and/or Letters of Conservatorship**. These permanent Letters provide the

complete legal authority required to manage your loved one's affairs locally.
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Guardianship vs. Conservatorship: Key Variations

While  the  administrative  workflow is  identical,  Arizona  law  draws  a  strict  boundary  between  managing  an

individual's physical well-being (Guardianship) and managing their financial estate (Conservatorship).

LEGAL FEATURE GUARDIANSHIP OF THE

PERSON

CONSERVATORSHIP OF THE

ESTATE

Statutory Scope Governs housing, healthcare, and daily

living decisions (A.R.S. § 14-5312).

Governs income, real estate, investments,

and public benefits (A.R.S. § 14-5424).

Bond Requirements Typically waived by the court unless

specific personal safety risks are

identified.

Mandatory under A.R.S. § 14-5411 to

match the estate's liquid assets, unless

waived or accounts are restricted.

Out-of-State Closure Usually granted immediately upon proof

of Arizona's provisional acceptance.

Often withheld by the sending judge until

a complete Final Accounting is reviewed

and approved.

Expected Timelines and Costs

On average, the full interstate transfer process requires 3 to 6 months to resolve. Delays typically originate in the

sending state if the court requires an exhaustive retroactive financial audit before releasing a conservatorship file. 

Phase 1 (Originating Court Provisional Order): 30 to 60 days.

Phase 2 (Arizona Petition to Provisional Acceptance): 30 to 45 days.

Phase 3 (Out-of-State Dismissal to Final Arizona Letters): 30 to 60 days.

Filing Fees: Arizona probate court filing fees are uniform but vary slightly by county, averaging between **$250

and $300** (e.g., Maricopa County is currently $278). Certified copies of documents typically incur an additional

$30 per document fee.

• 

• 

• 
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💡 Strategic Planning: Avoiding the Expense of Corporate Surety Bonds

When transferring a conservatorship,  A.R.S. § 14-5411 dictates that the conservator post a corporate bond to

insure the estate against mismanagement. This bond premium is an ongoing annual expense paid out of the

ward's funds. 

To preserve your loved one's inheritance, our attorneys frequently petition the court to utilize a **Restricted

Account Agreement** instead. By contractually freezing the bank accounts so that no funds can be withdrawn

without  an  explicit,  signed  order  from  the  Arizona  probate  judge,  the  court  will  safely  waive  the  bond

requirement entirely—saving thousands of dollars over time.

Critical Hidden Pitfalls in Arizona Law

Even though the UAGPPJA streamlines the transition, Arizona retains unique local probate rules that can severely

impact an unprepared out-of-state fiduciary.

1. The 90-Day Modification Rule

Under A.R.S. § 14-12302(F), the Arizona Superior Court is statutory bound to review the transferred arrangement

within 90 days of issuing its final order. The judge must confirm that the powers granted by the out-of-state court

align with Arizona law. If your previous state granted overly broad powers that conflict with Arizona’s statutory

definitions, the judge will modify or narrow your operational authority.

2. The Mental Health Power Restriction

In many jurisdictions, holding an adult guardianship gives you the automatic right to admit your loved one into a

specialized  dementia  or  memory  care  facility.  In  Arizona,  this  power  is  strictly  separated. A  standard

guardianship does *not* grant the authority to place an individual into a locked inpatient behavioral health unit or

administer psychotropic medications against their will. 

If your loved one suffers from advanced Alzheimer's, dementia, or a severe behavioral condition and requires a

secure  environment,  you  must  explicitly  petition  the  court  for  **Mental  Health  Powers  under  A.R.S.  §

14-5312.01**. This requires a specialized medical evaluation from a licensed physician or psychologist and a

formal evidentiary hearing.

3. Immediate Transition Gaps

If an urgent medical or banking emergency arises while your interstate transfer is winding its way through the

court  system,  local  doctors  and  banks  may  refuse  to  recognize  your  out-of-state  paperwork.  To  prevent  a

dangerous  lapse  in  care,  your  legal  team  can  petition  for  a  **Provisional  Order  Appointing  a  Temporary

Emergency  Guardian/Conservator  (Form  PBTXT81f)**  to  bridge  the  gap  and  grant  immediate,  localized

authority while the permanent transfer processes.
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Francisco Sirvent

Founding Attorney • Keystone Law Firm

Francisco Sirvent is the founder of Keystone Law Firm, a premier estate planning and probate firm headquartered in Chandler,

Arizona. With decades of dedicated experience navigating the complexities of the Arizona Superior Court system, he counsels

local  and  long-distance  families  on  guardianship  transitions,  complex  probate  administrations,  and  comprehensive  asset

protection strategies. 

Keystone Law Firm

2701 W. Queen Creek Rd. #3, Chandler, AZ 85248

Office: (480) 418-8448 | Web: www.keystonelawfirm.com
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